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Twain’s Use of Comedy, Suspense, and Tragedy to Create a Humorous, Thrilling, and Sentimental Story
	In the narrative “The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn,” Mark Twain blends together the elements of comedy, suspense and tragedy to create a story about morality and freedom that is more appealing to the reader. Twain’s skilful way of using comedy in the story is seen in Chapter 15, when he states that, “Some think old Finn done it himself… But before night they changed around and judged it was done by a runaway nigger named Jim” (Twain, 78). The author’s use of these words in the story is mainly to satirize the overall corruption in the society in a way to engage the reader.
	Twain also uses suspense in the novel. Clear use of this element is seen when Huck and Jim are trapped in the fog while on the river. Twain states, “...so now she was churning along up the river, out of sight in the thick weather, though I could hear her” (Twain, 132). Suspense in this instance lies within the context of the steamboat becoming barely visible. The worst eventually happens when Jim and Huck separate, and no one can find the other.
	Sentimentality in the novel is achieved when Huck plays a trick on Jim, and he, at last, becomes upset since he knows that he had hurt Jim’s feelings with the trick. As the author states, “…I didn’t do him no more mean tricks, and I wouldn’t done that one if I’d knowed it would make him feel that way” (Twain, 120). Huck is seen to be emotional after having made Jim feel bad because of his tricks. Huck becomes more sentimental when he realizes that Jim greatly cares for his well-being. Twain’s use of the different elements in the novel has a significant effect of creating a compelling story.
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